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State, Peasants, and “Grain Surplus”: Procurement
Policies in Tongbai County, Henan Province(1953-1955)

Shu-ji Cao Li-yin Liao

Shanghai Ciao Tung University Hongkong University of Science and Technology

From 1953 to 1955, the central government in Beijing strengthened
its grain procurement policies. It not only raised the agricultural tax, but
also incessantly increased its general purchases. The national government
took away substantially more grain from the localities. To make sure that
the peasants’ personal grain needs appeared to be met, the local government
used multiple methods to “correct” the figures in a variety of records. In the
end, the Tongbai County government chose to replace refined grain with
unhusked grain for the peasants’ personal consumption.

Keywords: Tongbai County, procurement policies, grain surplus
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